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Purpose of the Assessment

• Principles of Macroeconomics (Econ 2020) is 
required for all majors at CBE

• Grades for most sections are typically based on 3-4 
exams

• High DFW rates

• Hence, a need for formative assessments



The Structure

• Homework Assignments 24%
• Class Assignments 17%
• Prior Knowledge Surveys 7%
• Chapter Quizzes 17%
• Exams 35%

• All assignments comprise of Multiple Choice type 
questions



Grade Distribution: Formative to 
Summative
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Looking at individual students
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Formative vs. Summative

% of correct responses in 
HW/Quiz % or correct responses in Exam Change

Question 1 85% 83% -2

Question 2 56% 56% 0

Question 3 63% 76% 13

Question 4 40% 70% 30



Comparing Across Majors across 
Cohorts



Analysis



Conclusion

• Formative assessments such as quizzes, homework,
classwork enable students to perform better in exams
(summative assessments)

• For those questions which students saw repeatedly
through the semester (worded in various ways)
allowed for significant improvement.

• A combination of formative and summative
assessment lowers the risk of DFW for students.



Thank you!

Any Questions?
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