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Policies for experimental procedures with the potential for animal pain and distress

Extensive guidelines, policies, and regulations govern the management of pain and distress in laboratory animals.  These include the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, the Animal Welfare Act, the US Department of Agriculture Animal Welfare Regulations and Policies, the Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, and the US Government Principles for the Utilization and Care of Vertebrate Animals Used in Testing, Research, and Training.  These guidelines, policies, and regulations require the IACUC to ensure that animal-use protocols include strategies for minimizing pain and distress in animals and that the availability or appropriateness of the use of less-invasive procedures (alternatives) are considered by the principle investigator (PI).  The following policies were written for use by the PI and the IACUC when writing and reviewing protocols describing procedures with the potential for animal pain and distress that can not be reliably controlled with appropriate anesthesia and analgesia.

I.
Guidelines Regarding multiple major survival surgical procedures
Major surgery is defined as a surgical procedure that exposes a body cavity or produces substantial impairment of physical or physiologic function.  Multiple major survival surgical procedures are defined as two or more major recovery surgeries performed on the same animal.  Multiple major survival surgical procedures are discouraged but may be permitted if justified in writing by the Principal Investigator (the justification should be based on scientific necessity) and approved by the IACUC.

The following justifications for multiple major survival surgical procedures are considered acceptable by the IACUC:

· Proposed multiple surgeries are related and required components of a single research project.

· Proposed multiple surgeries will conserve scarce animal resources.

· Proposed multiple surgeries are needed for clinical reasons

· Cost savings alone is not an adequate reason for performing multiple surgeries on an animal.

If multiple major survival surgical procedures are approved, the IACUC will pay particular attention to animal well-being through continuing evaluation of outcomes via reports requested of the veterinary, animal care, and investigator’s staff.

